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Distinguished Friends and Guests of HACCOF:

On behalf of the board of directors of the Haitian American 
Chamber of Commerce of Florida (HACCOF) and YoPro host 
committee and volunteers, I would like to express my 
appreciation to all of you for joining us this evening virtually to 
commemorate HACCOF’s fifth (5th) “Annual Top 20 under 
40” Young Haitian American Professionals (YoPro) in Florida 
Award Ceremony.

During these uncertain times, as we deal with our current 
pandemic, a virtual award ceremony is the only safe way to 
honor the awardees without cancelling or postponing the event. 
When I think about their deep devotion to our community, we 
became creative hosting this event via Zoom, Facebook Live 
and YouTube. I know they would not only want us to do our 
part to keep the community safe, they would insist upon it

We are pleased to have the opportunity to recognize some of 
the best and brightest young professionals who have chosen to 
make a difference in our community. They have achieved great 
success in their fields of endeavor, demonstrated professional 
leadership within their organizations and demonstrated 
exceptional community involvement.  

I wish to thank HACCOF’s members, event sponsors, donors, 
partners and volunteers for your invaluable support.  I also want 
to express my sincere gratitude to those that are watching us 
locally, nationally and all over the world to join us tonight to 
celebrate our young Haitian American professionals. As we 
continue to work in our accomplishments and activities, we are 
counting on your continued partnership and support to move 
our membership, programs and initiatives to greater heights.

Thank you all for attending and honoring us with your presence 
this evening to celebrate our first virtual “Top 20 Under 40” 
YoPro class of 2020. 

With Appreciation,

Paola Pierre
Board Chairwoman



Host Committee Chairs

The Haitian- American Chamber of Commerce of Florida 
(HACCOF), makes history as we celebrate our 5th Annual 
Top 20 Under 40 Young Professionals (YoPro) Awards 
Ceremony. Despite the challenges of 2020, we thank you for 
your participation as we commemorate the extraordinary 
accomplishments of the 2020 honorees.

This year’s event marks the achievement of 100 individuals 
recognized in South Florida over the past five years. As we 
reach this significant milestone, we continue to showcase 
young Haitian-American professionals and their achieve-
ments. Every year, we are reminded of the impact these 
individuals make in their respective communities and abroad. 
Each YoPro is a real changemaker shaping our future and we 
are proud to provide a platform that highlights their efforts.
On behalf of the YoPro Awards Ceremony Host Committee 
Members, we would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to 
the sponsors, members, elected officials and supporters of 
HACCOF and the annual Top 20 Under 40 Award Ceremony. 
It is because of your unwavering dedication that despite a 
global pandemic, we are able to host this occasion virtually 
and reach thousands of people around the world. We 
sincerely thank you for believing in HACCOF’s vision and 
celebrating this occasion with us.

A special thank you to HACCOF’s Chairwoman, Paola 
Pierre and Board Members for once again entrusting us to 
select the 2020 honorees and organize such an impactful and 
memorable event. Despite the current challenges, we perse-
vered and conquered as a team.

To the 2020 YoPro Class, congratulations in being selected 
to this distinguished group due to your achievements. We 
encourage you to utilize this platform and join your fellow 
YoPro Alumni in continuing to break barriers. The world is 
your oyster!
Sincerely,

Katia Philippeaux, 2020 Co-Chair
Vania Laguerre, 2020 Co-Chair
Joann Milord, 2020 Co-Chair

Joann Milord
Co-Chair

Katia Philippeaux
Co-Chair

Vania Laguerre
Co-Chair
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Dr. Lumana Joseph, DPT 
Vice Chairwoman

Paola Pierre,MBA, HRM 
Chairwoman

Jean G. Belizaire
Secretary

Krystel Armand Kanzki Jeff Lozama

Patricia Elizee, Esq.Herve Bony, CPA

Honorable Francois Guillaume II Patrick F. Martin, Esq.

Michele Austin Pamies, Esq. Rasha Cameau, MBA, FRA-RP

Raoul Siclait

Prinston Jean-Glaude 

Philippe R. Armand, MBA
Founder of HACCOF

Pierre Saliba
Treasurer

Carl Momplaisir

ADVISORY BOARD



GREENBERG TRAURIG, P.A.  |  ATTORNEY AT LAW  |  2200 ATTORNEYS  |  41 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE°

Congratulations to Severine Vieux and all of the “Top 20 Under 40” 
Haitian American Young Professionals.  

Greenberg Traurig proudly supports the Haitian American Chamber 
of Commerce of Florida Young Professionals Awards. 
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   Philippe Bien-Aime 
Mayor 

  Office of the Mayor and Council 
                776 NE 125 Street I North Miami I Florida I 33161    

                Office: 305.895.9815     Fax:  305.892.9899      
                E-mail:  pbien-aime@northmiamifl.gov     Web:  www.northmiamifl.gov    

September 17, 2020 

Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of Florida 
713 NE 125th Street 
North Miami, FL 33161 

Greetings, 

On behalf of my colleagues on the City Council, it is my pleasure to congratulate the Haitian American 
Chamber of Commerce of Florida, Class of 2020 “Top 20 Under 40,” Young Haitian-American 
Professionals (YoPros). Each of you exude exceptional leadership, outstanding professional 
achievements and a deep sense of dedication to the community you serve. I salute you and proud that 
you are a part of this competent group of energetic and inspiring professionals. 

I am truly grateful for HACCOF’s continuous commitment to highlighting young professional leaders. 
With HACCOF’s guidance and support, each of you will become an integral part of the cultural 
identity of our Haitian community. Congratulations once again to all of the honorees and thank you 
HACCOF for your unwavering support and outstanding outreach efforts.  

Sincerely, 

Philippe Bien-Aime 
Mayor 
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September 17, 2020 

Dear Friends: 

Congratulations to the Haitian American Chamber of Commerce on your 5th 
annual “Top 20 Under 40” Gala and to all of the deserving recipients. Although this 
year’s event may be a little different than expected, you should be incredibly proud of 
your continued dedication to your community. 

As Governor, I worked hard to make Florida the global destination for jobs so 
Floridians can continue to succeed and live their dreams in our state. Thanks to our 
focus on cutting taxes and reducing burdensome regulations, Florida businesses created 
nearly 1.7 million jobs in just eight years. My goal in the United States Senate is to 
continue building on Florida’s tremendous success so every Florida family has the 
opportunity to live their American dream. 

Congratulations again on this incredible recognition. Hardworking Floridians 
like you are what make our state the best place in the nation to live, work and raise a 
family. I wish you the best for continued success in your future endeavors.  

Sincerely, 

Rick Scott 
United States Senator 
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JEAN MONESTIME 
COMMISSIONER 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, DISTRICT 2

September 17, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Congratulations to the Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of Florida (HACCOF) on the 

celebration of its 5th Annual “Top 20 Under 40” Haitian American Young Professionals (YOPROs) 

Award Ceremony.  

I take this opportunity to extend my warmest welcome to everyone that are with us tonight and those 

who contributed to make this event a success.  As we join in tonight’s celebration, I want to recognize 

the members of HACCOF for their dedication to service, excellence and for its noble mission. Since its 

inception, HACCOF has strived to impact the young leaders of our community and is a crucial partner 

in the establishment of a new generation of leaders. 

I salute the Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of Florida for being a catalyst for positive change 

in our community and congratulations to the 2020 class of “Top 20 Under 40” YOPRO’s.  Again, I 

thank you and wish you continued success. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jean Monestime 
Commissioner, Miami-Dade County, District 2 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIR • I l l .  FIRST STREET •  S U IT E  220 • MIAMI, FLORIDA 33128-1963 • (305) 3 75-5833   • FAX: (305) 375-4843 
DISTRCI T OFFICE • 91 5  N.E. 125TH STREET •  SUITE 2A • MIAMI, FLORIDA 33161   • (305) 694-2779 • FAX:(305) 694-2781 
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  Mary Estimé-Irvin 
    Councilwoman – District 3 

  Office of the Mayor and Council 

776 NE 125 Street I North Miami I Florida I 33161 
Office: 305.895.9815     Fax:  305.892.9899 

E-mail:  mestime-irvin@northmiamifl.gov     Web:  www.northmiamifl.gov

September 1, 2020 

Haitian-American Chamber of Commerce of Florida 
1125 NE 125 Street Suite 208 
North Miami, FL 33161 

Dear Board Members: 

On behalf of my constituents, I applaud the Haitian-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Florida (HACCOF) and the 5th Class of Young Haitian-American Professionals Top 
20 Under 40.” 

This remarkable class of Administrators, Business Managers, Business owners, Communicators, Data Curator, 
Educators, Entrepreneurs, Financial advisers, Healthcare Professionals, Lawyer, Nutritionists, Philanthropist, 
Trade Analyst, and Realtor, are the leaders that we seek to better enhance our communities. Your wide range 
of professions shows how far we have come as a people. 

As Haitian descedants, we are no longer limited to specific occupations. The strides you make within 
your respective careers, as well as the community- uplifts our Haitian pride. The steps you have taken, to 
educate and serve our millennials, Generation X, and Generation Z, to uplift our youth, the new perspectives 
you give in boardrooms, the demands you make for the inclusivity of our race, is commendable. Your 
dedication to empowering is not because of your ethnicity, but I am proud to know, there is a young 
Haitian-American professional in these fields making a difference. Please know, that your ambition, 
devotion, and passion will continue to make our community a better place. 

As a former board member, it gives me great pride to salute HACCOF for your continuous commitment to 
highlighting the young professional leaders who uplift our community and culture. HACCOF's outstanding 
outreach in the community continues to be unwavering and greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Mary Estimé-Irvin 
Councilwoman, District 3 
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EVENT AGENDA

5th Annual YoPro Awards Ceremony
Thursday, September 17, 2020

City of North Miami, Florida

6:30 PM

Online Virtual Platform Presentation

Program

Welcome

National Anthem of the Republic of Haiti

National Anthem of the United States of America

Invocation

Welcome remarks  by
Ms. Paola Pierre Chairwoman,

Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of Florida 
(HACCOF)

Special Remarks by the 
Honorable Philippe Bien-Aime

Mayor, City of North Miami, Florida

Presentation of International & Honorary YoPros

Keynote Address
Theresa Therillus, Esq.

City Manager, City of North Miami, Florida

Award Presentation to “Top 20 under 40” Class of 2020

Vote of Thanks
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Ms. Theresa Therilus, Esq. is an experienced attorney and is the newly appointed City Man-
ager for the City of North Miami, where she is the top administrator responsible for the 
City’s operations. Notably, Ms. Therilus is the first Haitian American City Manager for the City 
of North Miami, a city with one of the nation’s largest Haitian population. 

Prior to this appointment, Ms. Therilus served as the Interim Director of Procurement for 
the County of Santa Clara, home to Silicon Valley. She was responsible for leading county-
wide contract negotiations for all county acquisitions, including in technology and health and 
hospital for the County’s $2 billion annual spend on goods and services.  Ms. Therilus is the 
former Assistant Director for Miami-Dade County Internal Services, where she was responsi-
ble for managing a $160 million dollar operating budget, the County’s $330 million dollar 
multi-year capital budget and overseeing the County’s real estate portfolio.  She has served 
as a legal advisor for Miami-Dade County and is a former Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Florida in Consumer Protection and Economic Crimes. 

Ms. Therilus also has extensive experience representing professional athletes as a former 
NFL agent. She has served as legal counsel to several professional artists and entertainers 
negotiating millions in contracts, endorsements, and publishing deals. Ms. Therilus is a 
former adjunct professor in Sports Law at St. Thomas University School of Law and taught 
Trial Advocacy at Harvard Law School for the past ten years.   

Ms. Therilus has a Bachelor of Business Administration in Economics and Legal Studies from 
the University of Miami and a Juris Doctorate degree from Harvard Law School. She also has 
a certificate in Executive Leadership and Transformation from Stanford University. She is 
admitted to the Florida Bar, California Bar and the United States Supreme Court.  

Ms. Therilus was honored as Brickell Magazine’s 2017 Top 20 under 40 Professionals. She is 
also a 2018 Haitian American Chamber of Commerce Young Professionals honoree for her 
experience in Government and Sports Management.

Ms. Therilus has appeared on numerous media outlets, including as legal analyst on CNBC’s 
Power Lunch and national sports talk radio shows. Ms. Therilus currently serves as board 
member to the Cliff Avril Family Foundation, a foundation that provides educational support 
and opportunities to youth in Haiti, along with various community-based organizations in US 
cities. 

Ms. Therilus is originally from Miami, FL and recently returned home from California to 
accept the position of City Manager for the City of North Miami. 



Jeffrey Corriolan

Emmanuella Fleurimont

Krystina Francois

Jessica Laguerre Hylton

Reginald Liger

Ludmilla Paul, MPH

Manoushka R. Remogene

Nimrod Simeon

Severine Vieux, CPA

Jean-Luc Adrien

Ezra Dieuveille, MPA

Mirline Fourron,MS, RD, LDN

Nadine Gedeon,Esq., LLM

Farrel Alain Liger

Nzingah Oniwosan

Pascale Belony

Anith Benjamin

Joanne Perodin, MPH

Kenel Sicar

Hadassah St.Hubert,PhDAW
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Jean-Luc Adrien

Industry:  
Legal Field

Pascale Belony

Industry:
Nursing/Healthcare

Jean-Luc Adrien is an Equal Justice Works Disaster Recovery Fellow at 
the Community Justice Project. Jean-Luc uses a community and move-
ment lawyering approach to serve community members and commu-
nity groups in the context of disaster recovery legal services. He was 
previously a member of the Bronx defender’s family defense practice, 
representing and defending parents in Bronx Family Court. Born in 
Haiti and raised in South Florida, Jean-Luc received his J.D. from New 
York University School of Law, where he was a Root-Tilden-Kern Public 
Interest Scholar and a Sinsheimer Service Scholar, and his B.A. in 
Political Science and Anthropology, with a Minor in Spanish, from the 
University of Florida. During law school, Jean-Luc participated in the 
Equal Justice & Defender Clinic and the Juvenile Defender Clinic, and 
interned at The Bronx Defenders and the Community Justice Project, 
where he participated in the Bertha Justice Institute Ella Baker 
Program. Prior to law school, Jean-Luc taught high school Spanish in 
the Mississippi Delta.

Pascale Bélony, BSN RN, CHES, is a proud daughter of Haiti and she 
moved to the US at 12 years old. In 2015, Ms. Bélony graduated from 
the University of Florida (UF) Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science in 
Health Education. Two years later, her passion for health and commit-
ment to health equity led her to acquire a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from UF.

She was one of the founding members of P4H Global, a nonprofit 
dedicated to eradicating poverty in Haiti through education while at 
UF. Throughout those years, she led over 400 University of Florida 
students to Haiti on Spring Break Trips. Throughout those years, Ms. 
Bélony organized the Health Education Workshops, which served over 
1,000 Haitians in Cap-Haitien. 

One of Ms. Bélony’s greatest accomplishments is placing 2nd (out of 
16 contestants) in Haiti’s national Miss Universe Pageant in 2019. After 
placing high in this competition, Ms. Bélony decided to use her 
influence and platform to be a prominent voice and advocate for 
marginalized communities, particularly women. She delivers weekly 
wellness tips on Instagram to an audience of nearly 11,000 followers. 

Today, Ms. Bélony serves as the President of the Advisory Board for 
P4H Global. Ms. Bélony continues to use her platform to advocate and 
contribute to her community in the United States and Haiti. She 
serves as a Health Education Consultant for large organizations such 
as Hope for Haiti and the Haitian Ministry of Education.  Ms. Bélony is 
devoted to living out her lifelong commitment to lead with boldness 
and significantly contribute to the rebuilding of her country, Haiti, and 
her beloved people.



Anith Benjamin

Industry:  
Non-Profit & Philanthropy

Jeffrey Corriolan

Industry:
Real Estate

Anith Benjamin currently works as a Family Service Specialist at Early 
Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County. She received her bachelor’s 
degree at Florida Agriculture and Mechanical University and is currently 
a Public Administration Graduate Student at Barry University.

Furthermore, Anith is the founder of Golden Vie Inc a small nonprofit 
that aims to provide resources to low income high school students in 
South Florida. The Golden Vie Glass Slippers project sponsors a low 
income graduating seniors prom expense. The Golden Ticket Supply 
Drive provides college supplies and dorm necessities to a low-income 
Haitian descent graduating senior. And Golden Vie provides College 
Readiness workshops to ESOL students. Golden Vie Inc has also 
focused on providing resources to Undocumented Immigrant Students 
in the Haitian Community by connecting them with information and 
scholarships. Anith vision is that Golden Vie Inc can be a place where 
the underrepresented Haitian, first generation, and or immigrant high 
school students would be targeted for college resources, scholarships 
and career opportunities.

Anith has a passion in social services, and public policy. She has high 
aspirations in continuing her work in serving low income students. She 
also has high hopes of being an advocate for immigrant high school 
students in the Haitian Community and providing them with more 
resources to strive for higher education after high school.

I attended Dr. Michael Krop Senior High School. In 2005, I started 
working for The Fresh Market as a bagger, and then went on to be 
promoted to Customer Service Manager in the year 2007. I worked 
there for 2 years prior to being promoted to Certified Trainer traveling 
all around the east coast of The United States - New York, Tennessee 
and Florida. Then, I was given the opportunity to work as Operation 
Support Specialist in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

I later returned to Miami and still worked for the company but also 
continued my college education at  Nova Southern University and 
completing my education in Legal Studies.  I embraced a new career in 
2009 – Real Estate. For two (2) years I worked under an investment 
company, helping homeowners out of Foreclosure and assisting with 
Short Sales of Delinquent homes. 

I was hired by The Keyes Company, where I instantly become a Field 
and IT Tech. In 2015, I relocated to the Weston Branch, where I now 
lead a top real estate team called the JC Sales Team. I continue to 
break goals closing over 100 plus transactions per year. 
As of 2019, we ended our year with over 16 million dollars of sales 
volume. 

I serve on the Miami Association of Realtors Grievance committee and 
the Keyes Next Gen Ambassador for the South Region. 
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Ezra Dieuveille, MPA

Industry:  
Financial Services

Emmanuella Fleurimont

Industry:
Healthcare

Ezra Dieuveille is the Founder and CEO of Baton Youth Services, LLC. 
He was born in Little Haiti, FL by his loving Haitian parents. He gradu-
ated from Miami Northwestern Sr. High and later graduated from 
Miami Dade College with his A.S. degree.  He obtained his bachelor’s 
degree in Sports Management at Barry University.

In 2011, He had the great opportunity to work in a small nonprofit 
organization called Gang Alternative, Inc. also known as “G.A”. He was 
able to thrive at GA as he worked with thousands of young people 
from various schools in Miami Dade County. The initiatives and 
programs he led/managed ranged from faith-based programs, after-
school programs and in-school life skill programs. Mr. Dieuveille went 
back to school and obtained his master’s degree in public administra-
tion from Barry University. Ezra was part of the core leadership team 
that contributed to Gang Alternative becoming a multi-million-dollar 
organization that it is today. 

In December of 2018, Mr. Dieuveille took a leap of faith to begin 
building Baton Youth Services, LLC. This organization will help get 
young people to be excited about their future. We will accomplish this 
through our initiative called "School To CEO Pipeline" where we 
conduct engaging and interactive workshops for young people. Our 
workshop is designed to spark critical thinking, creativity, career 
interest, and an atmosphere where young people can cast a vision for 
their future. 

Emmanuella Fleurimont is the founder and CEO of MJD Wellness and 
Community Center, MJD Nutrition and MJD SPECIALTY Care. Born in 
Haiti, Ms. Fleurimont was raised in Haiti and Dominican Republic. She 
immigrated to USA in 2010 where she completed a Master’s degree in 
General Psychology from Liberty University, and an Associate Degree in 
Health care management at ATI College. Currently, she works for 
Jackson Health Systems as a Mental Health Counselor and for Pharmco 
Pharmacy as Health and Wellness Counselor. Prior to moving to USA, 
she served as advocate for Haitian students rights in Dominican 
Republic where she studied Medicine and Administrative & Diplomatic 
Secretary.  Ms. Fleurimont focuses her energy on healthcare issues 
and advocates for the underserved communities. Ms. Emmanuella 
Fleurimont is working on a project that will provide guidance to the 
Haitian community on how to cope with COVID-19 during and after the 
pandemic.



Mirline Fourron,
MS, RD, LDN

Industry:  
Healthcare

Krystina Francois

Industry:
Non-Profit

Mirline Fourron was born in Les Cayes, Haiti. She is a licensed 
Registered Dietitian. She received her Masters and Bachelors in 
Nutrition and Dietetics at the University of North Florida. She is 
currently a Doctorate candidate at A.T.Still University. She is Fluent in 
French, Haitian Creole, and English. She is professionally affiliated with 
the Academy of Nutri-tion and Dietetics and the American College of 
Healthcare Executives. She is a fellow at Sant La Haitian Neighborhood 
Center in Miami, FL. She holds several certifications including ServSafe, 
Feeding Infants Specialist, Feeding Toddlers Specialist, BreastFeeding 
Specialist. She has served as the nutrition expert for JE magazine 
where she got to address nutrition concerns in the Haitian community 
in Jacksonville, Fl. Her article has been featured in Chef’s Corner 
Magazine. Her dedica-tion to the field of nutrition stems from her 
passion to provide and educate her own Haitian community on the 
relationship between good health and food choice practices 
specifically for those struggling with diabetes. One of her long-term 
goal is to be able to shape healthcare system in Haiti by supporting 
and developing nutritional wellness programs for hospital and clinics in 
Haiti. She was honored as the 2019 League of Legendary Women 
presented by 101.5 LITE FM and Memo-rial healthcare System. Mirline 
is very close to her family. She is most proud of her six-year old 
beautiful daughter. She enjoys instilling in her confidence and good 
nutritional health practices. Mirline enjoys dancing, traveling and trying 
new healthy delicious recipes. 

Krystina François is a social justice advocate, immigration expert, 
political educator, and policy strategist with a proven track record of 
engaging stakeholders across multiple sectors to form collaborative 
partnerships and advocate for the needs of underestimated communi-
ties. As Executive Director of the Office of New Americans of Miami-
Dade, she spearheads an innovative initiative to bring legal and finan-
cial resources for immigrantsout of the office and into the community.
Krystina is a first-generation Haitian-American who is driven by the 
desire to create opportunities for immigrants and BIPOC femmes to 
have a voice. Krystina’s devotion to human rights and social justice 
began at a young age while attending The United Nations International 
School in New York City. As a freshman in high school she moved to 
Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, where anti-government protests and political 
instability gave her valuable perspective on the conditions that force 
many immigrants to seek refuge in the U.S. Krystina holds a bachelor’s 
degrees in Political Science and History from CUNY-Hunter College. In 
her previous roles she served as Florida New Americans Program 
Director at the Florida Immigrant Coalition and Co-Director of Law for 
Black Lives. Krystina is also the founder of KMD Consultant Group, 
where she leads clients through program development, cross-sector 
collaboration and non-profit innovation. In her spare time, she volun-
teers with several organizations committed to improving the status of 
women and people of color including the Black Collective, League of 
Women Voters and the Junior League of Miami. She has been featured 
in media outlets such as The Miami Herald, NBC6, Bustle, WLRN and 
The Miami New Times for her efforts leading the annual March for 
Black Women and the 2018 Miami Women Voters Now Election Guide.
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Nadine Gedeon,
Esq., LLM

Industry:  
Legal Field

Jessica Laguerre Hylton

Industry:
Business Management

Born in Haiti, Mrs. Gedeon obtained law degree from Université 
Quisqueya in Haiti. Mrs. Gedeon worked for the Haitian Red Cross for 
six years, where she developed valuable leadership and managerial 
skills. She then went on to work as a legal officer at the Haitian Red 
Cross before she came to the United States.

Mrs. Gedeon earned a Master’s degree in Intercultural Human Rights 
in May 2012 and she earned her Juris Doctor degree in  2014 both 
degrees from St. Thomas University School of Law. She was a student 
representative in the immigration clinic. She provided assistance to 
non-citizens seeking asylum in the United States and to other non-
citizens subject to removal and immigration detention. Mrs. Gedeon 
served on several board while attending the university and the recipi-
ent of several awards. 

Ms. Gedeon founded her law firm, Nadine Gedeon, P.A., in 2014. In 
2017, she partnered with Ms. Maria Cristina Morales and co-founded 
Gedeon & Morales Law Group where she primarily represents immi-
gration and family law clients. She is currently the vice-president of the 
Haitian Lawyers Association. She also volunteered her time with VIDA, a 
non-profit organization that provides pro bono legal services to 
Women victim of Domestic Violence. 

She is a member of the Broward County Bar Association, the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association, and the Haitian Lawyers Association. 
She is fluent in French and English, and proficient in Spanish. She 
enjoys law, reading, music, movies and travel.

Starting her first company at age 22, Jessica Laguerre is making waves, 
changing the way Millennials do business and changing the way we 
think Pink. She is the President and Founder of The Royalty Series, Inc. 
and a 501©3 Not-for Profit Princess Training, a youth entrepreneur-
ship development program for girls where the young ladies actually 
start their own companies at the end of the year. She has 3 national 
chapters in the works, with 2 international locations. She is also the 
proud owner of The Royal Sweet Shoppe, a Social Entrepreneurship 
café where the women and girls receive job training and hands on 
entrepreneurial experience.  Via her debut project, Princess Training, 
a year-long development program for girls with an emphasis on 
entrepreneurship and mentor-ing, selected to participate in the first 
cohort of Accelerate South Dade District 8 Small Business and Non-
Profit Incubator.  Professionally, she has consulted with organizations 
in both the public and private sector, helping them develop programs 
that directly benefit under-served populations in South Florida, such 
as Cutler Bay, Coconut Grove, and Little Haiti.

Jessica is a Miami Native and micro-influencer in South Florida and the 
international community. With a long list of community development 
projects, educational, and entrepreneurship initiatives for youth both 
locally and internationally. Jessica is a proud Panther Florida Interna-
tional University where she was a dual degree Public Administration 
and English Major. She is a Sant La Neighborhood Center Inaugural 
class fellow. She has been the recipient of several awards and grants 
from organizations such as: Partners for Self-Employment, Center for 
Leadership and Service, Global Civic Engagement, and iChange FIU 
Social Entrepreneurship. 



Farrel  Alain Liger

Industry:  
Finance, Non-Profit

Reginald Liger

Industry:
Technology, Non-Profit

Farrel Alain Liger was born in Miami, Florida and eldest of five siblings. 
Farrel has a very close relationship with his mother and she taught him 
about the importance of saving and budgeting. He always knew that 
his purpose was service. He would look for a path that would allow him 
to fulfill that calling. He would complete his degree and pivot to pursue 
a career path in finance.

Reginald "Reggy" Liger is a philanthropist, humanitarian, leader and 
entrepreneur. He’s an alumnus of Georgia Tech where he graduated 
with a bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering.   Reggy is the Co-Founder of 
Foundation of the World, a non-profit focused on developing young 
people in education, health and wealth with programs in Florida, New 
York, and Haiti. He’s helped build and grow the non-profit over the past 
10 years. He created the Progress & Accelerated Change through 
Technology. This is a program to seed, grow and change young people 
into leaders. Our inaugural country site for the past 2 years has been 
Haiti. The SMEs come from all around the world to grow young leaders 
in a technology. 

He has been at Cisco for 7 1/2 years. Reggy was a part of the Cloud 
Managed Services organization in CX. He was a team-lead and lead 
over global service activation for the Managed Voice team. Currently, 
he’s a Global Sales Business Development Manager where he’s 
respon-sible for increasing Cisco's SD-WAN market share through 
channels by developing the global strategy.  Reggy has been 
recognized by Cisco for his work in the community through the Bridge 
Awards and by Citizen Schools as a National Teacher Award Winner. 

Reggy is a strategic, self-motivated, and driven leader passionate about 
driving efficiency, leveraging innovation to solve challenging customer 
problems and positively impacting the business. He loves basketball, 
he's a dancer, enjoys singing, is an avid traveler and volunteer. Lastly, 
he is a motivational speaker, he loves speaking to and inspiring kids.
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Farrel received his life health and variable annuity license 2-15 and his 
mortgage license in 2010. With his previous experience of working at 
Bank of America in 2007, Farrel secured a position at JP Morgan Chase 
Bank in 2011. He works at Morgan Stanley and Guardian Life in Miami 
and later moved to New York in 2014 to work at Forte Capital Group as 
a broker on Wall Street.

Farrel knew that his God given purpose was service early on in his life. 
Even though his career is as a Wall Street Banker, his calling is to 
positively impact the lives of others. On September 9th 2009, Farrel 
Liger founded the Foundation of the World, with his brother 
Reginald Liger and two friends. The mission of the Foundation is to 
provide tools and educational resources to underserved communities. 

With programs such as the March for Education and Progress & 
Accelerated Change through Technology (PACT) the Foundation of the 
World has been executing their purpose.  "If we can empower the 
world with education, we can create the leaders of tomorrow today."
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Nzingah Oniwosan

Industry:  
Entrepreneur/Philanthropist

Ludmilla Paul, MPH

Industry:
Healthcare

Her desire to use the arts as a tool for healing is her motivation to keep 
transforming communities. Nzingah Oniwosan is a Haitian-American 
inspirational speaker, certified yoga instructor, and holistic health 
consultant. As an award-winning interdisciplinary artist, She has 
worked directly with over 100,000 children and adults nationally and 
internationally to help integrate arts and culture seamlessly. Nzingah is 
also a classically trained pianist and certified chef.

Founded in 2005, her company, Sankofa’s Child uses art to engage, 
build, inspire, and heal individuals, families, and communities. The 
impact of her work has led her to speak and lead professional develop-
ment workshops at national and international conferences.

She has been featured in the Sun-Sentinel, Essence Magazine, Mantra 
Magazine, Heart Soul Magazine, Veg News, and Art & Culture Maga-
zine. In 2015 she was one of Legacy Magazine's “40 under 40” hono-
rees.

Her most recent projects include YesBabyILikeItRaw.com a food and 
holistic lifestyle blog that inspires people to tap into their “RAW” power 
to be a better version of themselves. She has committed to changing 
the entrepreneurial landscape in Haiti as the co-founder of Impact Hub 
Port-au-Prince, a co-working space for social entrepreneurs to grow, 
thrive, and connect. This project is in partnership with Facebook, 
Google, and the United States Embassy.

Ludmilla Paul is a healthcare and public health professional based in 
Miami, FL. She has expertise with data driven initiatives aimed at 
improving health equity and operational efficiencies.

Ludmilla earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from Emory Univer-
sity and a Master of Public Health from Nova Southeastern University. 
During her graduate studies, she was recognized as a leader of her 
graduating class and received the prestigious Chancellor’s Award for 
Public Health. Ludmilla also completed a fellowship with the State of 
Georgia Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget. In this role, she was 
part of a team that assessed the feasibility of health insurance 
exchanges included in the Affordable Care Act.

Currently, she is a Health Informatics Consultant on National Accounts 
at Meritain Health, an Aetna and CVS Health company. In this role, she 
is responsible for translating data into business and client solutions. 
She assists in designing and executing analytical studies that support 
customized self-funded health plans.  Previously, she was employed by 
Health Choice Network (HCN). In this position, she was responsible for 
the day-to-day management of health programs and clinical research 
protocols aimed at improving health-care delivery and health 
outcomes in federally qualified health centers and community based 
settings.

In her leisure time, she enjoys spending time with family and friends, 
the arts, and traveling. She is also a Sant La Haitian Neighborhood 
Center Fellow (2017) and serves on the board of Miami Chapter of 
Emory Alumni Association.



Joanne Perodin, MPH

Industry:  
Climate, Justice & Disaster Resilience

Manoushka
R. Remogene

Industry:
Business Management

Joanne Perodin went to the University of Maryland, where she received 
both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Kinesiology and Public 
Health. She worked in Washington, DC,  as a program manager for a 
national non-profit organization on environmental health and public 
policy initiatives.  In this role, Joanne engaged with congressional 
staffers and federal agencies including, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the 
Department of Health and Human Services. She later worked as a 
public health consultant, collaborating with the United States Agency 
for International Development, Department of Defense, and the World 
Health Organization.  Moreover, she also worked with various govern-
ments in South East Asia, West Africa, and the Caribbean, on issues 
related to water, sanitation, hygiene, disaster resilience, and climate 
change. While living in Leawood, Kansas, Joanne worked as a technical 
director on disaster resilience initiatives in Florida, the Bahamas, and 
Dominica. She currently lives in Miami, FL, and works as the Climate 
Justice Program Manager at the New Florida Majority. Joanne sits on 
several local and international committees, she’s a FL state co-chair 
advisory board of Climate Power 2020, chair of the Miami Climate 
Alliance Disaster Resilience Working Group. Joanne is a member of the 
Delta Omega Public Health Honorary Society and a Legacy South 
Florida 40 Under 40.

Manoushka Reunide Remogene, is a Haitian American business 
executive, entrepreneur, and mentor. She is the founder and president 
of Immaculate Careers LLC, an executive search firm, based in 
Aventura, Florida. She is also the Director of Human Resources and 
Financial Control for The Cobblers, a start-up scaling and exciting 
company making huge strides in the Haute Couture industry.

Ms. Manoushka is the founder of the Miss Business Global Pageant 
Scholarship Foundation, a not-for-profit organization that provides 
mentorship for young women. Pageant contenders receive scholar-
ships to complete their undergraduate education. They also obtain 
training on soft skills such as etiquette, leadership, self-esteem, public 
speaking, etc.

Ms. Manoushka won numerous beauty contests before her foray into 
the business world. She is known as the “pageant queen” in the 
pageantry contending industry. Her platform is advocating for women 
in the areas of entrepreneurship and education. She is actively 
involved in syndicated philanthropy and she supports women entre-
preneurs and future business leaders through her pageantry.

Ms. Manoushka earned her Bachelor of Business degree from the 
University of Phoenix in 2016. She is currently advancing her education 
to obtain a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree, with 
emphasis on Business Law.

She is a woman with a vision and passion to strive for success. She is 
self-motivated, trustworthy, dependable, personable, and professional 
in her dealings her clients and the public. She is highly respected in the 
community for her exemplary character, business acumen and leader-
ship skills. She has acquired a diverse body of knowledge and experi-
ence, through her extensive networks and travels.

Ms. Manoushka is a mother of three lovely children.
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Kenel Sicar

Industry:  
Accounting

Nimrod Simeon

Industry:
Works at Port Miami

Kenel Sicar is an accountant, entrepreneur, community activist, and a 
director for his men’s ministry at his local church, the Faith Center. 
Born in Nassau, the Bahamas, at the age of 10, Kenel Sicar migrated to 
South Florida with his parents. Being born in the Bahamas of Haitian 
immigrants was not easy, but with hardly a high school education, his 
dad created a business, which opened a door for them to move to 
America. 

Kenel has an MBA with a concentration in Finance, from Nova South-
eastern University Graduate School of Business, and a Bachelor of 
Business Administration from Kaplan University. He is the first of his 
nine (9) siblings to attend college, and in the process of finishing his 
second Master's degree in Cyber Security Law. He is an accountant at 
Nova Southeastern University. 

Kenel created Sicar, Inc., that helps small business entrepreneurs turn 
their dreams into reality. Sicar, Inc. specializes in small business 
startups, digital marketing, and branding strategies. Within the Haitian 
community Kenel has helped setup a non-profit start up called The 
God's Grace. This organization focus is to help find resources for 
Haitian senior citizens throughout South Florida and is working on an 
elderly center project in Haiti. His future goals is getting his CFA to 
educate young Haitian Americans, and other young individuals learn 
the importance of financial literacy, and using what they have to build 
and create wealth.  

Kenel is the founder for BHD (Bahamian Haitian Descent) United with 
over 35K followers, and over 100K engagements in different topics 
monthly on Facebook. 

Nimrod Simeon is a Trade Analyst, Global Trade & Business Develop-
ment at PortMaimi. He holds a Master of Business Administration, and 
a Bachelor in International Business from Florida International Univer-
sity, FIU.

He is part of the Cargo Development Department that works to keep 
creating more opportunities and developing more strategies to 
increase trade through PortMiami. He enjoys what is doing because 
that has a direct and indirect economic impact in our community to 
create more business Development, and more jobs. He participated in 
many global trade conferences and seminars. 

He is the Chair for the Public Relations Committee for the Rotary Club 
of Little Haiti. He is also one of the founder members and a member of 
the Board of Directors.

He is a former Legislative Analyst/Community Liaison for the Office of 
the Honorable Audrey M. Edmonson, Miami Dade County Commis-
sioner District 3. Working for a County Commissioner, he was involved 
in many projects like; affordable housing, campaign against gun 
violence, public transportation, and Small Business Development. In 
2018, he was part of a Business Mission organized by Miami Dade 
County to China.

In 2016, He was one of the graduates of the Mayor’s Executive Leader-
ship Program, Miami Dade County.



Hadassah St.Hubert,
PhD

Industry:  
Cultural Institutions

Severine Vieux, CPA

Industry:
Education, Technology

Hadassah St. Hubert, Ph.D. is currently the CLIR Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Data Curation for Latin American and Caribbean Studies with the 
Digital Library of the Caribbean (dLOC) at Florida International Univer-
sity. She received Ph.D. in History from the University of Miami and her 
dissertation, Visions of a Modern Nation: Haiti at the World’s fairs, 
focuses on Haiti's participation in World’s Fairs and Expositions in the 
twentieth century. Dr. St. Hubert served as the Assistant Editor for 
Haiti: An Island Luminous, a digital humanities site dedicated entirely to 
Haitian history and Haitian studies. An Island Luminous pairs books, 
manuscripts, newspapers, and photos digitized by libraries and 
archives in Haiti and the United States with commentary by more than 
100 authors at 75 universities around the world. As a Postdoctoral 
Fellow with dLOC, she leads programming and digitization efforts in 
collaboration with dLOC’s partners, such as Diaspora Vibe Cultural Arts 
Incubator (DVCAI) and L’Institut de Sauvegarde du Patrimoine National 
(ISPAN) in Haiti. Dr. St. Hubert has worked with ISPAN to increase 
access to and preserve Haitian information resources. Through this 
Andrew W. Mellon funded fellowship, she has applied for additional 
support for the project through CLIR, the Prince Claus Fund, National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and UCLA’s Documenting Global 
Voices (DGV) grants. Dr. St. Hubert has secured over $850,000 in grant 
funding from government and private sources for dLOC initiatives. She 
has presented her work and findings about digital repatriation and 
collaboration with Haitian archival partners at national and interna-
tional conferences.

Severine was born and raised in Haiti and came to the US to pursue 
her Bachelor’s degree at Boston College. While studying, Severine 
volunteered at the Catholic Charities in Boston where she gave Haitian 
adults who had recently immigrated to the United States, GRE and 
Literacy classes. Further, while pursuing her master’s degree at the 
University of Florida, she worked as a Teacher Assistant where she 
taught a Haitian creole class to college students at UF.

Severine started her finance career at Deloitte, where she spent over 9 
years as a financial statement auditor advising fortune 1,000 compa-
nies in both Miami and New York City. During her time at Deloitte, 
Severine was selected on multiple occasions to participate in 
leadership development programs, which provided training and 
coaching to minorities.

Severine was the Corporate Controller at CareCloud, a Miami-based 
healthcare technology company, where she made the transition from 
Corporate to start-ups. Currently, Severine is the CFO at Nearpod, a 
private equity backed education technology company based in Fort 
Lauderdale, where she is responsible for the finance, accounting, 
human resources and legal departments. Severine was a key member 
of the executive team who led Nearpod’s first M&A transaction in 2019, 
when the company acquired Flocabulary, an Ed Tech company focused 
on teaching vocabulary and literacy through hip-hop.
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Altanese Phenelus, Esq.

Daneweise Jean-Joseph

Francesse Lucius, Esq.

Hegel Laurent

Jadine Louissaint

Kenasha Paul, JD

McKenzie Fleurimond

Myrlande Simeon

Shirley Dorsainvil

Suze Guillaume

Bertrhude Albert, PhD

Fayola Delica

Gueveny St Georges

Irwine Sainvil, DDS

Josie Anne Augustin, PhD.

Mathew Jean, LMFT

Merline T. Saint Juste

Sabrina Lourdes Paul-Noel

Stephane Coriolan

Widline NordéAW
AR

D
EE

S
20

19
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Dannie Augustin

Tamara Beliard Rodriguez

Laetitia Blanchard-Marzouka

Sabine S Bouchereau

Luc Castera

Michael Coles

Reynande Francois

Nadege Green

Natacha Janac

Daniela Jean

Lody Jean, Esq.

Dottie Joseph, Esq.

Weslyne Lewis

Leslie Marcelin

Nancy Metayer

Jeff Noel

Marjori Paul

James Pierre

Theresa Therilus

Johanne WilsonAW
AR

D
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S
20

18
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Alain Lemaire

Alix Alexis

Alix Desulme

Davidson Toussaint

Dudly Paul Etienne

Vanessa Joseph

Gaetane Saint-Victor

Germain Bebe

Hudson Robillard

Joaklin Raphael

Jennifer Lovelace

Katia M. Philippeaux

Magdaleina V. Joseph

Norma Jules

Pedro Gassant

Richard T. Champagne

Samuel Ludington

Sandra Pierre

Volma Volcy

Webber J. Charles
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Docelyn Lordeus

Wanda Tima-Gilles

Daniel Y. Nicolas

Cassandra Theramene

Shirley Plantin

Santra Denis

Rosenny Augustine

Patricia Elizee

Amelie Oshikoya

Matthew S. Anderson

Nadege Vilsaint

Lex Pierre-Louis

Ludvy Joseph

Francesca Menes

Guy François Jr

Florence Taylor Barner

Evans St. Fort

Fedline Ferjuste

Edwige Clark

Angie BellAW
AR

D
EE

S
20

16
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Daphnée Charles

Industry:  
 Higher Education / Fundraising

Merdochey T. LaFrance

Industry:
Telecommunication

Daphnee Charles is a Haiti-based professional graduated from “Univer-
sité Quisqueya” with a scholarship of excellence from the Haitian 
Education and leadership Program (HELP).   
She completed a fellowship program at Dartmouth College in 2010 and 
the Bridge program of the Tuck Business School of Dartmouth in 2012. 
 
Freshly after graduation, she led the production of a theme song, “Nou 
an danje” and a national awareness campaign around climate change 
and biodiversity protection in Haiti. 
 
Daphnee is currently working as a development officer for HELP and 
oversees fundraising for the organization with the objective to tackle 
one of the greatest challenges in Haiti: Access to higher education. 
Haiti has one of the smallest University enrollment rates worldwide: 1% 
along one of the highest brain drain in the world: 84%. Daphnee 
strongly believes that improving the situation of the country requires 
more educated leaders.
 
Daphnee is very engaged in the Haitian community and is particularly 
involved with projects locally such as the Haiti Tech Summit, the largest 
Tech Summit in the Caribbean and Startup Grind PAP, a platform that 
allows successful entrepreneurs to share their journey with young 
entrepreneurs. The Startup Grind chapter under Daphnee’s leadership 
has grown from one chapter in Port-au – Prince to five chapters 
respectively in Cap Haitian, Les Cayes, Jeremie and Saint Marc. These 
gatherings give a special and consistent opportunity to young entre-
preneurs to network, to connect, to inspire and to empower one 
another. 
 

Merdochey Taylor LaFrance is a State and Local Government Lobbyist 
for Verizon and also leads Verizon’s Community Engagement in South 
Florida. A native Miamian of Haitian descent, Merdochey is a proud 
alumnus of Florida International University, where she obtained a 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Master’s in Public Administra-
tion. She is an alumnus of Florida Atlantic University, where she 
obtained a Master of Science in Urban & Regional Planning. Merdochey 
also completed the “Creating Shared Value: Competitive Advantage 
Through Social Impact” Executive Program at Harvard Business School 
(HBS).

Merdochey is the Principal Consultant of iTaylor Solutions LLC. The firm 
specializes in Project Management, Strategic Planning, & Reputation 
Management services with niche expertise in public affairs. Prior to 
consulting, Merdochey held various leadership roles in External Affairs 
and Development at City Year Miami, All Aboard Florida (d/b/a Bright-
line), and the Florida Senate.

Merdochey remains connected to the South Florida community 
through her memberships in Leadership Florida, Junior League of 
Miami, Black Professionals Network (Board Member), ColorComm, 
National Forum for Black Public Administrators (South Florida Chapter), 
Haitian American Chamber of Commerce, and United Way 
Miami-Dade’s Women United & Young Leaders.
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BS/BA in Accounting and Marketing, Magna Cum 
Laude, at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 
Mr. Armand Kanzki started her career as an auditor 
for KPMG in Washington DC. She left KPMG in 2011 as 
Manager to return to her home country Haiti where 
she joined her 40-year-old family business in the 
insurance and car rental businesses as the VP of 
Finance. 
From 2017 to 2020, She used her free time to teach 
entrepreneurs, professionals, and teenagers through 
her platform Xponential Learning. Her workshops 
included Accounting for Non-Accountants, Microsoft 
Excel Intermediate levels, Public Speaking, 
Entreneurship for Women, Leadership, among other 
topics. She also offered scholarships to students who 
could not afford to pay for the training. 
Since the launch in 2018, the self-published author 
has sold over 7500 books and has attracted the 
interest of several schools, educators, foundations, 
and parents. Today, she is leading the expansion of 
the family business into the US market and was 
appointed Chief Executive Officer to CAH-USA, INC, 
which will offer innovative healthcare products to the 
Haitian Community living in the United States and for 
their loved ones who they support financially in Haiti.

Krystel Armand Kanzki is a CPA, an author 
entrepreneur, a wife, and a mother of three children. 
She was born and raised in Haiti. Very early, she was 
identified as a Leader in her School and in her 
community. She gathered a team of students to 
create the very first Yearbook for her school at a time 
where digital technology was still at its infancy. As a 
teenager, she also took the initiative to get trained to 
teach illiterate adults how to read in creole. She 
obtained her French Baccalaureat, with a specialty in 
Math, in Haiti with high honors. She then obtained her 

INDUSTRY Healthcare/Education
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Nearpod would like to congratulate our CFO, Severine Vieux, on her amazing 
achievement as a HACCOF “Top 20 under 40” YOPRO Award recipient.

You’ll wonder how 
you taught without it 

Engaging media and formative 
assessments to make every 
lesson interactive.

An inspired student can 
reach their full potential

Hip-hop videos and instructional 
activities that promote literacy 
and spark creativity.

nearpod.com flocabulary.com



10710 SW 211 St, Suite 103  - Miami, FL 33189  •  305-378-6677  •  District8@miamidade.gov

/CommissionerCava @dlcava @dlcava

Motivated by You •  Delivering for You •  Committed to You

CONGRATULATIONS  
HACCOF “Top 20 Under 40” Haitian American 

Young Professionals!

Your outstanding professional achievements, 
civic leadership, and community engagement 

make us all proud.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT  8













Congratulates the 
Top 20 Under 40 "Class of 2020"



Coming soon!

Mayor
Philippe Bien-AimeJean Monestime

Commissioner
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